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Meeting God at the Crossroads:
A Seminarian’s Summer

by Stephen Shaver, senior at General Theological Seminary, summer intern,
Church of the Ascension, Dallas

Thanks to a ministry grant from the Evangelical Education Society of the
Episcopal Church, I had the privilege of learning about multicultural life in
the Body of Christ during an internship this summer at the Church of the
Ascension, a remarkable, diverse parish community in Dallas.

If you visit the 8 a.m. or 10:15 a.m. Sunday morning service at Ascen-

sion, you'll see a congregation that is about one-third Nigerian. The rest are
mostly Anglo, with a sprinkling of faces from Hispanic, black American, and
other backgrounds. The Nigerian community at Ascension began forming in
the mid-1980s and has been growing and thriving ever since.

If you stick around a bit longer, you'll soon meet a stream of Sudanese
Episcopalians coming for the Dinka-language service at noon. Many of
these parishioners were members of the so-called “Lost Boys.” As children
in the 1980s and 1990s, they fled the civil war in southern Sudan and
wandered through Ethiopia and Sudan until they finally arrived at a refugee
camp in Kenya. Five years ago, a U.N. resettlement program brought them

to the U.S. Continued on page 3

The Annual Meeting of the
Board of EES took place

this fall at Christ Church

in Philadelphia, PA, where
the Society was founded in
1862. The Rt. Rev. Charles
E. Bennison, Jr., Bishop of
Pennsylvania, presented a
citation lauding the Society to
the Chair of the Board, the Rev.
Dr. E. E Michael Morgan.
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From the Executive Director

We had many visitors at the EES booth at Gen-
eral Convention last summer. For some it was
an introduction to EES, for others it was an education
to see how the Society had evolved since their semi-
nary days, and for over thirty visitors it was a reunion,
complete with updates of where their ministries have
taken them since they received an Evangelism for the
21" Century grant. It was heartening, indeed, to con-
firm that EES is making a difference.

In several other encounters — both in person and in
cyberspace — we have learned of ways our grants have
impacted the lives of recipients. When Valerie Dixon
was a student at Episcopal Divinity School in 2002
she received a grant to establish an Episcopal presence
at York Correctional Institution in CT, to develop a
“bridge ministry” linking those inside the prison with
members of a local parish. Now, almost five years
later, Valerie writes “every time I stand up to speak
and every time I sit down to write I think of EES. It
was writing your grant application that forced me to
put words on my heart’s desire. . . This ministry has
completely changed my life — and you got me started.
I will be forever grateful.” Marion Rechtenwald, who
graduated from the School of Theology at Sewanee,
received a grant to work with the Lakota people in
South Dakota in 2002. She is now Vicar of the Chey-
enne River Episcopal Mission in Dupree, SD. She
said, “Bishop Robertson knew me because of the time
I spent here in 2002, and one thing led to another,
and here I am.” Sarah Midzalkowski, a graduate of
Virginia Theological Seminary, spent a summer in
East Africa with our support — an experience she con-
siders to “be my most life-changing.”

The Very Rev. Robert Willis, Dean of Canterbury
Cathedral, was in the US recently. While here he met
with students whom EES sponsored for their partici-
pation in the Seminarians’ Course held at the Cathe-
dral each summer. Kate Bryant, who attended when
a student at Berkeley Divinity School, summed it up
beautifully, “Canterbury was a transformative experi-
ence for me. It was a wonderfully rich opportunity to
learn first-hand what life is really like in the Anglican
Communion today.”

In the early fall I was able to join student leaders from
ten of the Episcopal seminaries at their annual meet-

ing which is supported by EES. Hosted by the Epis-

copal Theologi-
cal Seminary of
the Southwest
in Austin,

TX, they had
already spent
two days to-
gether when I
arrived, and it
was very heart-

ening to share

The Rev. Stephanie Spellers, who received
the Directors’ Award in 2005, Penny
Saffer, and Cynthia Cannon, Executive
Director of the Consortium of Endowed
Episcopal Parishes(l-r), share a light

moment at General Convention.

in the com-
munity they
had forged.
Representing
a wide range
of the Episcopal Church, they established friendships
that will continue throughout their ministries. More
recently I was able to meet with the seminarians who
participated, again with EES support, in the “Going
Forward Together: Third Millennium Christianity”
conference at St. Stephen’s Church in Richmond, VA.

At our Board meetings in October, The Rev. Ann

S. Coburn, Alumni Director for the Church Divin-
ity of the Pacific, was elected to the EES Board. She
replaces the Rev. Winnie S. Varghese who has rotated
off after a six year term during which she ably served
as a member of the Grants Committee and as Chair
of the Nominating Committee. We bid Winnie a
fond farewell as we welcome Ann.

The recent months have also been a bittersweet

time for me as [ prepare to retire from EES in just a
few weeks. It has been a most wonderful eight year
association, during seven of which I have served as
Executive Director. Although a “part-time” job, it has
been all-consuming and very fulfilling.

I shall always treasure my time with EES. It has been
a privilege to help shape evangels who are spreading
the good news of God’s love in many and varied ways.
My interest will continue as I watch from a distance
as the Society approaches the second half of its second
century.

With every good wish,

pmnq S
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Meeting God at the Crossroads

Continued from page |

With such a variegated parish
community, things are always
interesting, joyful — and some-
times confusing! Different cultural
expectations crop up with regu-
larity. Yet there’s a firm sense at
Ascension that this is one parish
family and that our deep, under-
lying oneness in Christ means
differences are things to celebrate
rather than squelch.

African Night, a six-year-old
Ascension tradition, was one of
my most moving experiences.
More than 300 people packed the
church for a service that included
an Igbo liturgy; Arabic, Dinka,
English, and Ga prayers and
lections; a 15-minute offertory
procession, in which the entire
congregation danced their offer-
ings up to the altar; and a huge
African dinner in the parish hall.
For me, the whole evening was a
glimpse of the heavenly banquet as
Christians “from every family, lan-
guage, people, and nation” came
together to praise God.

“Conversations at the Crossroads”
was another transforming event
for me. During this six-week
program, which I led, sixteen
parishioners came together each
Wednesday night to share stories
about their faith journeys. We
were indeed a diverse group with
Nigerian, Sudanese, Mexican-
American, and Anglo-American
backgrounds. We were diverse
theologically as well. Some who
had come to Christ through
amazing healings saw miracles as a
key element of the Christian life.
Others who had found refuge in
Anglicanism from a rigid anti-sci-
ence background were wary of

stories about direct divine interven-
tion. Some were reticent to talk
about God in public: they longed
for ways to speak authentically
about their faith but were afraid

of coming across as pushy. Others
were used to discussing faith mat-
ters with enthusiasm and couldn’t
figure out why these individuals
were so shy.

As we shared meals, read Scripture,
and prayed together, our goal was
not to change one another but

to understand and love one an-
other more. Yet, as we spent time
together listening to each other’s
stories, we found ourselves changed
after all. Fach week, as we saw fresh
perspectives on God through one
another’s eyes, we found our own
relationships with God enriched.

When the six weeks were over, we
shared our experience with the
entire Ascension community at a
“Conversations at the Crossroads”

lunch. Then, as a way of taking
our unity-in-diversity out into
the world, we worked with Dal-
las Community Lighthouse to
staff a community dinner for the
residents of the nearby Foxmoor
apartments. We hope to contin-
ue the “Conversations” process at
Ascension throughout the year.

As I returned to New York to
begin my final year at seminary,

I took with me new friendships
with fellow Christians of many
different skin colors, languages,
and faith styles — and the
knowledge that no single way

of worshiping or talking about
God does justice to the incred-
ible richness of God’s glory. 1
will never forget my time at this
vibrant Dallas parish community
where I have seen how much we
need one another so as truly to
be the Body of Christ. Thanks be
to God!

Windows
into
the

Soul

ART AS  f
SPIRITUAL
EXPRESSION

Michael Sullivan

The Rev. Michael Sullivan
received an Evangelism
for the 21 Century
grant in 2000 to write a
curriculum to use the arts
to explore the meaning of
Scripture for unchurched

adolescents and others.

Fast forward to General

Convention where he was
Jfound signing his recent

book, Windows into the
Soul, which was a direct
outgrowth of the work he
started with EES support.
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We extend grateful appreciation to those listed below who have made gfts to the Evangelical Education
Society in the past year. All funds received go directly to the grants program, Evangelism for the 21st
Century, and enable the Board to award additional grants each year.

Mr. Norman W. Allison
MrThomas R. Ashton

Mr. Richard W. Bailey

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ball

The Rev. Cynthia O. Baskin
The Rev. Herbert H. Beardsley
Mr. David Booth Beers

The Rev. Donald E. Bitsberger
The Rt. Rev. David Bowman
Mr.and Mrs. Edward S. Bromage
Miss Anne H. Brooke

The Rev. Dr. Allen Brown, Jr.
The Rt. Rev. John C. Buchanan
The Rev. Milo G. Coerper
The Rev. Nancy L. J. Cox

The Rev. Robert E. Daly

Mrs. David R. Davis

The Rev.Valerie W. Dixon

Caroline M. Macomber

Mr. and Mrs. James Whitney Marvin

The Rev. James Maxwell

Dr.J. Kenneth McDonald

The Rt. Rev. H. Coleman McGehee, |
The Rev. Dr. Margaret McNaughton-Ayers
The Rev. Nancy E. Milholland

Ms. Dorothy Milian

Ms. Ariel Miller

Mrs.Elizabeth Miller

The Rev.and Mrs.Murray Newman

The Rev. and Mrs.Charles F. Penniman, Jr
Julia E. Perez-Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Piccard

Mrs. Barbara Powell

The Rev Canon and Mrs. Allan L. Ramsay
Maria Saffer

Penelope de Bordenave Saffer

The Rt. Rev. Herbert A. Donovan, Jr. Robert & Ann Shelly

Mr. Gifford Doxsee

Mrs. Eleanor B. Engh

The Rev. Beth Ann Fain

The Rev. ). Seymour Flinn
The Rev. Edward S. Gleason
The Rev. C. Neal Goldsborough
The Rev. Edward E. Hailwood
Mr. Lawrence R. Harris, Jr.

Mr. John Harrison

The Rev. Dr: Peter D. Haynes
Mrs. David P Hegg

Mr. Richard G. Hewlett

Mr. J. Barker Hickox

Mrs. Phebe M. Hoff

The Very Rev. Martha J. Horne
The Rev. Richard H. Humke
Mr. John Hummel

The Rev.Brenda Husson
Mr. Robert H. Johnson

The Rev. Ann Brewster Jones
The Rev. Dr. P D. Lawson
The Rt. Rev. Peter James Lee
The Rev. Dr. Michael Macey

The Rev. Christopher R. Sherrill
The Rev. Peter W. Sipple

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

The Rev. Timothy B. Stafford
Mr.Thomas F. Stallman

The Rev. Rosemari G. Sullivan
The Rev.and Mrs. James C. Thompson
Mr. Robert Van Valkenburgh

Ms. Joan L.Waldron

Ms. Mary Warner

Ms. Nancy Welfer

In Kind Contribution:
David C. Canfield, Esq.

In Honor of:

Penelope de Bordenave Saffer
In Memory of:

Bishop Allen & Mrs. Brown
Cyane W. de Bordenave

The Rev. Dr. E.A. de Bordenave
Carmen Garcia

The Rev. J. Patrick Gray

The Rev.William J. Haas

Dr. Donald Knox

The Rev. Randolph Crump Miller
The Rev. Henry Mitchell

The Rev. L. L. Moty

The Rev. Robert Wainwright

Ashes, AKA Joe Hensley
a student at Virginia
Theological Seminary
who received a grant to
study sacred clowning,
visited Street Church
sponsored by Epiphany
Church in Washington,

DC, this summer.
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The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows, a member of the

EES Board, with the Most

Rev. Frank Griswold who
visited the Annual Meeting

of the Board when it met at
Christ Church, Philadelphia,
PA, in October. ’

The Rev. Samuel Sudhe, a
student at Virginia Theological
Seminary from Kenya, received an
Evangelism for the 21* Century
grant to build evangelists of the
children of the Diocese of Bondo
ACK last summer.

Karen Ward, the Abbess
of The Church of the
Apostles in Seattle, WA,
was an opening plenary
speaker at the Going
Forward Together: Third
Millennium Christianity
confference at St. Stephen’s
Church in Richmond

| in November. Karen

.\ received an Evangelism for
the 21st Century grant for
a “peer to peer” exchange for
young Episcopﬂl seminarians
and church planters.

L Za

Leigh Preston and her husband, Andrew
Thompson, students at Berkeley Divinity
School, received an Evangelism for the
21+ Century grant last spring for ministry
in El Salvador this past summer. While
there, they met with Amy Denney-Zuniga,
a graduate of Berkeley who received an
Evangelism for the 21* Century grant in
the spring of 2005 to spend a year in El
Salvador. Amy and her husband, Vince, - T = :
who received a Fulbright fellowship, have N\ A T
renewed their commitment to El Salvador \ ol ¢ i‘ T
Jfor another year of ministry there. e :
(Shown l-r: Vince Zuniga, Amy Denney- Steve Rhoades from the School of Theology, Sewanee, Holly Davis from Virginia Theological
Zuniga, Leigh Preston, and Andrew Seminary, Bill Starke from Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry, Jeff Baker from Bexley
Thompson) Hall, Ken Malcolm (conference coordinator) from Episcopal Theological Seminary of the
Southwest, April Alford from Episcopal Divinity School, and Robin Biffle from Sewanee
(I-7) take a break at the Seminary
Leadership Conference at the Seminary

32 of the Southwest in September which was
S5E Do On Eorh i
o%

-
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EvANGELICAL EDUCATION SOCIETY OF THE PROTESTANT
Episcorar. CHURCH

P.O. Box 20247

Alexandria, VA 22320

Return Service Requested

Applications for
Evangelism for the

2]st Century grants are
to be e-mailed, and
postmarked, no later
than February 2, 2007!
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Two Honored with
Directors’ Awards

Several years ago the Board established the Director’s Award
to recognize recipients of Evangelism for the 21" Century grants
whose work most closely matches the goals of the program.
Dr. Michael Reid, a senior at Church Divinity School of the
Pacific, and the Rev. Laurel Johnston, a recent graduate of
CDSP, were each given the Directors’ Award at the Annual
Meeting of the Board. Michael’s project, to provide young
students of color with support and affirmation for their vision
and discernment of ministry, is functioning through a website,
www.newvoices.us. Laurel received a grant to conduct a survey
and study to document fears and inhibitions about inviting
friends to church. Her full report can be found on the EES

website, at www.ees1862.org.

Previous recipients are Jeanne Finan, a graduate of Virginia
Theological Seminary, for her work in reactivating a historic
parish in North Carolina, Stephanie Spellers, a graduate of
Episcopal Divinity School, for her “Radical Welcome” Project.
Last year’s recipient, Debbie Royals, a graduate of Church
Divinity School of the Pacific was honored for her work on
behalf of Native American Ministries.

Making a Difference

Gifts to the Evangelical Education
Society enable us to make additional
grants each year. We want to continue
to increase and extend our program, and
with your help this can happen.

We also ask that you consider joining
The 1862 Fellowship Circle by includ-
ing the Evangelical Education Society in
your will or estate plans and thus make a
difference for future generations.

Please send this to:
Evangelical Education Society
P. O. Box 20247

Alexandria, VA 22320

Visit our website at:
www.ees1862.org
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